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To: Ms. Denise Revels Robinson L= 1
Director of Children and Family Services |
L e e
From: '

k !

Re: Dawn Bonn and Assoclates ‘ .- _

X -~ i

I sincareIY.appreciatc the time you gave ne yesterday with
réspect~ to my recent involvement with Dawn Bonn and
Ass?ciatas. -

s

—

I ahm inclosing the "summary of events! that we discussg%igg;;,
well as other correspondence that has changed nands duFing
this time. I am confident that we can eventually see justice
prevalil if my concerns are directed to the proper authorities
of The State of Minnaesota, which appeaxrs to be our first
natter of business. . '

LN
In addition to our conversatfbﬂ:yesterday I had neglected to
mention that I was told by Mr. Igell Hansen, the head of the
American Embassy in Paraguay, that he was currently
investigating the Mid-Wife¢ invelved in our adoption as blank
documents and'birth certificabes were found in her possession.
Mr. Hanscen has stated to me thay pbone records have tied this
person to Dawn Bonn. Do I bkelieve ‘these children were twins
«ssa. wWould you?

Thank you once again for your efforts and I look forward to
hearing from you sometime next week. My phone pumber, Monday |
thrpugh Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. is] ‘ e
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This letter is mtended tobe a general desmpuon of the evmts that have taken k
place regarding the failed adoptions of Martin and Martina Areco Aguilera. S e

Sometime in mid-September, 1994 we learned ;about the availab:lity of Martin [
and Martina ‘Areco Aguilera from an agency, Today’s Adoption, that operates out cf ﬁﬁ‘
Permsgylvania. My wife did some preliminary credibility checking of Today’s 4 S K 1
Adoption and was told in no tmceriam terms by several state regulatory bodies '
we should not enter into any business arrangements with this entity. —

Through normal networking processes here in Chicago we leamned about an™ &~
agency in North St. Paul, Minnesota that does most if not a]l of their adoption
placements out of Paraguay, where Martin and Martina were born. We contacted .

Dawn Bonn at Dawn Bonn and Associates (DBA) and questioned her in 2 consuliant

manner to see what she made of the situation. $he told my wife that with the name

of the attorney she might be able to find out mote information for us. Subsequently,

she told us that she worked with this attormey frequently, and was surprised that

Today's Adoption had been given this referral in the first place. Upon contacting the

attorney in Paraguay, she was told that she could place these children with us

(through DBA) if we were interested. My wife thén repeated the same credibility

investigation that she had performed with the firstgency and discovered no major

problems concerning Dawn Bonn and Associates. Based on this information we

began the adoption process by signing their contract and sending her om'mhal
_.payment. At this point we were told how very important it was to fax our signed o

~ ' Power of Attorney to her, as this wmﬂd initiate oitr papetwork in the Paxaguayan gt L

- systemand hold the children for us.” We were clearly told that the children were n S

able to leave the country until four months had passed from the time they were '

given up for adoption, and. that they had been given up at birth on September10,

1994,

| _ . l_pﬁ

At this time we were instructed by Dawn Bonn to send her th?e following
checks: A check made out to DBA for $ 4,100.00 covering the International
application, child finding, phone and courier fees, and an additional checl§ made out
to her lawyer in Paraguay, Ms, Carmen Airaldi, for the sum of $15,000.00
representing 50% of the actual International Apoption Fee. Both of these checks
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To: Ms. Denise Revels Rcbinson
Director of Children and Family Services
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Re: Dawn Bonn and Associates

I s&ncerely appreciate the time you gave me yesterday with
respect - to - my recent involvement with Dawn Bonn and
Associates. - — Co

T am inclosing the "summary of events" that we discusse® as’
well as eother correspondence that has changed hands during:
this time. I am confident that we can eéventually see justice
prevail if my concerns are directed to the proper authorities
of The State of Minnesota, which appears to be our first
matter of business.

% 5%

%

In addition to our conversation yesterday T had neglected to
mention that I was told by Mr. Igell Hansen, the head of the
American Embassy in Paraguay, that he was currently
investigating the Mid-Wife 1lnvolved in our adoption as blank
documents and birth certificateé‘g:fe found in her possessjion.
Mr. Hansen has stated to me that phiond records have tied this
person to Dawn Bonn. Do I believe these children were twins
+eea. wWould you?

Thank you once again for your efforts and I look forward to
hearing from you sometime next week. My phone number, Monday
through Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. is 312-460-1441.

Regards,
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From that point on we waited until we were instructed to travel to Paraguay.
We arrived in Paraguay on Sunday December 18th and that evening we received the
babies for us to care for and be with throughout that week. This was to be the first of
two scheduled visits to Paraguay as adopting in Paraguay is now recomunended to be
a two-rip process because of the legal work invoived. From the period of
September 26, 1994 until December 23, 1994 we had several conversations with
Dawn Bonn and were clea.riy told that our second and last visit to Paraguay- would
be in “Early February,” shortly after the courts reopened from their annual summer
recess--the entire month of January—even though the children were eligilble to
leave on their four-month-old birthday (January 10, 1995). As I indicated in my
letter to Dawn Bonn dated January 16, 1995, which I have included for you today, we
were told on December 23, 1994, one day before we were to leave Paraguay, that we
would not secure custody of the children until possibly April, 1995. This was a
major disappointment to us. We believe Dawn Bonn knew or should have known
that this was the tase prior to our fraveling to Paraguay in December. All she had to
have done was to monitor the progress of our adoption with her representative, Ms.
Airaldi, and she would have discovered that the court papers were not filed unti!
December 8, 1995 (per Ms. Airaldi on December 23, 1995)~and that it s four monthis
from this date that determines when the adoption can be finalized. Through outz=—
many conversations with her, Dawn Bonn knew that it was of major concern to us
to get the children out in early February as five-month-oids. . We were very
concerned about the long-term effects of foster care, particu}a.riy because there were
fifteen children in the home that these children were in. We believe she was
grossly negligent, if not self-serving, in not notifying us that they would not be
availahle uptil they were seven months old. Had we been given this information at
that time we very likely would have decided to wait for another referral. This error
pombly occured because of the vast number of cases DBA chose to process at the end

_ of thie year. In November, Dawn Bonn told my\ivﬁe that she was handling
: approaamately one hundréd adoptions at that tithe. We:met many DBA fazmhes
who were in Paraguay for their second visit during the last two weeks of December
and it was very clear to us that they were her first priority. As this was only our first
visit, we did not have to clear all of the legal hurdies before the court recessed for an
entire month. O
, G A ,LI;’E‘.__

In add:ttmt to the aforementicned time delay, the other major concern we d"“: L3y ['?’
were presented with was the health of Martina. While in Paraguay our time was
fully consumed doing whatever we could with whatever medical resources that we
knew to be available to attempt to determine if Martina was, in fact, a healthy child.
From the moment we received her on that Sunday evening we knew she was not a

% narmal, healthy child. What we did not know was if her condition was temporary
or permanent. We compared her to our own children at that age, and to her twin
brother, and found her extremely lethargic and dazed, All along we attempted to
give her the benefit of the doubt by hoping that her state of health was primarily due
to the lack of simulation she had been subjected to throughout her short life, even
though her brother did not show those symptoms. We visited fwo pediatricians,
took blood tests, shot extensive video footage and even went as far as having an

JRELASSI- 20




L UARLASS - 1
3 HULHU U L
MRI performed. Throughout our visit in Paraguay we called Dawn Bonn daily in
Minnesota to alert her to the medical trials and tribulations as we went along. It was
obvious to us through her lack of concern that we were not a priority at that time,
and so we decided to attempt to resolve this health issue upon our return to the
states,

———
|

We returned to the Chicago. area in early January, and formulated a “game plan”
with Dawn Bonn to attempt to put the health issue to rest. It was the first time I felt
that she had any genuine concern for our problem and she quickly acknowledged
that it had been so hectic for her trying to get all of the other children out by year-
end that she now finally had a chance to “hear” our concerns. She resolved during
that conversation on January 7, 1995 to do the following: She would call down to
Paraguay and have Martina seen by the following group of doctors: a pediatrician,
an audiologist, an infant physical therapist as well as a pediatric neurologist. (Why
hadn't she suggested those doctors while we were in Paraguay, we wondered?) On =i~ =
Wednesday, January 11th she contacted us and told us Martina had been seen by the
Embassy pediatrician and that he thought she was fine and would not refer her to, = i} .-
see any other medical doctors. Otherwise stated, she told me I should trust thisone . ..
doctors’ opinion and take this child to be my own with no further consultations. T
This was clearly not going to happen. and I had aiready taken our extensive~—. .
video footage and the MRI to a pediafric neurologist here in Chicago only to g
discover that he had some serious concerns about the health of the child based on .
what he had seen. - i '

| .

During that phone <all on January 11, 19931t was then that Dawn Bonn stated
that we would never get the information that would make us comfortable with this
adoption. She said that she knew the signs of an adoption that had “gone bad” and
suggested, “why don’t we just call this off and I'll give you your money back.” We
clarified thatthe money would include both the $ ,100.00. we paid to her, as well as
the $22,500.00 that we had given Ms. Airaldi to dateWe-had given Ms. Airaldi an
additional $7,500.00 on December 23, 1994 while in Paraguay per gxplicit instructions
from Dawn Bonn.) It was obvious to ma that all other manies we expended along
the way would be out of our pocket and would be our costs of this failed adoption. e b
This includes all travel expenses, as well as considerable medical and phone bills. =~ "': ° it
We responded to Dawn by stating that we thought it would be best to think it over _ f’%f-*‘u §
for one or two days and we would get back to her. During that time my wife and I |
conceded that Dawn Bonn was no longer “on our side” in that if she really wanted
to assist in determining the health status of the child she would have found a way
for her to.be seen by these other medical professionals, perhaps even having us fly
in doctors from outside of Paraguay (which we were prepared to do). Instead, it was
obvious to us that she had ro interest in continuing the process. This decision-
making process was terribly painful as we had become extremely emotionaily
- involved with, and committed to these children in the months that had gone by.
We phoned her on January 15, 1995 and accepted her offer to abort the adoption and
I acknowledged all of the discussed terms in my letter to her dated January 16, 1995.
There was absolutely no response on her behalf to the terms of the letter as I had

i poainten
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indicated she do within ten day upon rece1pt (We have ﬁh ﬁ W bedtarn-
receipt with her signature).

Needless to say, February 5, 1995 (the deadline for payment as outlined by my
letter) came and went and all I have had are a series of promises made by her to pay
me by such and suchi a date (as outlined in my recent letter dated March 10, 1995).
She has made comments to the effect that she has been dealing with Ms Airaldi for
eleven years and has yet to have a problem with funds being returned. She has also
made the implication that because I made the bulk of the checks cut to Ms. Airaldi,
my refund is a problem between me and Ms. Airaldi. She has tried to make me feel
that she has no resonsibility for these funds when we all know that Ms. Airaldi is
clearly her agent and all monies paid to Ms. Airaldi were at the direction of Dawn
Bonn & Associates. In any event, if Dawn Bonn had been dealing in good faith I
would at the very least have had the check for $ 4,100.00 that I paid directly to her. [
cannot begin to tell you how disgusted my wife and I are at this whole situation. Ctaa
Dawn Bonn has been a major source of aggravation and heartache for us .
particularly since the February 5th date passed. When this is over we have serious
plans to contact 3l State and Federal regulatory departments, as well as all adophon
related referring bodies to notify them of her mishandling of our situaion. -

Additionally, we feel it is important to give you the fo]]owmg information
even though. we do not know the impact it may have actually had on our case.
While in Paraguay we uncovered a-major fraud. The children’s initial blood tests
(which we had received from Today’s Adoptxon along with copies of the children's
birth certificates) were reported to us on the Stationary of a prominent laboratory in
Asuncion, Paraguay. This clinic is owned, or partiafly owned by Dr. Fructos, the
physician used by the U.S. Embassy to clear adopted children prior to the Embassy
granting their exit visas. At Dawn Bonn's_suggestion we visited the clinic to have
Dr. Fructos evaluate Martina. We showed him, the paperwork as background
information in hgpes it would assist in his evalwation of her. At that time it was
discovered that someone had forged both the test results and a clinicians’ signature
onto the clinic stationary. Their lab results are always computer generated and
someone had gone ‘out of their way to white-out the middle of the computer paper ..
and type in the lab results while leaving the letterhead on top and at bottom. I SR
mention this because Dr. Fructos was the doctor that later told Dawn Bonn that he .l i
would not refer Martina to any turther physicians. (Even Dawn Bonn had thought o
that was odd because, as she told us, that 1) he refers many, many children to
specialists, and 2) he gets referral fees each time he does so.) After re.doing the tests
and finding them to be identical to the originals, we were told by the head of the
clinic that a Jaw suit would be forthcoming against both the current attorney and
whomever had brought the children to her for adoption. Importantly, this episode
wasaiso of great interest to Mr. Igell Hansen, the head of the American Embassy in
Asuncion, and we had lengthly discussions with him regarding this matter. I am
convinced that he would also view the current business practices of Dawn Bonn'
regarding my refund as serious violations if we were to alert him of them. Please
keep this in mind for future leverage if necessary. This would also directly effect Ms.

(HPHASSIFED
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Airaldi as she deals with the Embassy directly and Mr. Hansen loves to hesy; bRt Y T

» “ -!se 's; ':E-‘O'I’jthin‘—ﬁ ' ~EE o o4 Fiea
I think I have given you enough to go on for now. Ideally I would like to have

no further contact personaily with Dawn Bonn and would like you to instruct her
accordingly when you-write her. She can be reached at:

Dawn Bonn-& Associates

2206 Ariel Street

North 5t. Paul, MIN 55109

FPhone (612) 779-0273 FAX (612) 779-7122

My address is as follows:
3'%"‘&"—:"’}* T

- L.&r“;‘ . -l A
- . a-al."?}s!iﬁ-wg.i‘?‘-; N

1 look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience regarding your . -

fee structure; et cetera. Thank you for your ime and doncern. o

e
—— ="

- N af s
Lerpgeingl,

WP 1127 S561-88-9@
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Dawn Bonn and Associates January 18, 1995

2206 Ariel Strest f“"-%‘;g OGN
: ;quu

North St.. Paul, MN E:ﬁuuh‘bv&i ua.J

55109 —_

Dear Dawn, o

This latter serves (o confirm our conversation yesterday agreeing that
we have decided not o adopt Martin and Marntina Areco Aguilera. This
decision is a resuit of, but is not limited to the following reasons:

1. We have determined based on available test results and
consultations with experts both in Paraguay and in the U.S., that the heaith
of Marting is, in our opinion, guestionabie, and therefore subject to
further tests gnd consultations which, we are told, are unavailable at the
present fime. -

- — S

——

2. Additionally, we find the unexpected time delay from “early =
February por Dawn Bonn and Associates (given to us on several
pceassions prior to leaving for Paraguay) to our understanding on
Decomber .23, 1994 from Ms. Carmen Airaidi that we wouid not secure
custody of the children untii March or pcss:biy April 1995, to be both
incompetant and unnacceptab!e ‘

We understand__that we will be receiving a refund in the-sum of
$ 26,600.00 by February 5, 1995. This inc@des "$ 22,500.00 paid to Ms.
Carmen Airaldi as well as $ 4,100.00 paid to Dawn Bonn and Associates.
The refund at present shall exclude travel and medical expenses
aproximating $ 9,000.00 paid by ourselves relating to our trip to Paraguay
from December 18 to December 23, 1994, as well as miscellaneous
expenses incurred prior to, during and subsaguent o the aforementioned
trip which are particularly refated to the heaith of the children.

Pt e t within ten t recei hig |
are in digagreement with th menti f rtainin r
subsequent refund.
eirn
UNCLASSIF e
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To: Dawn Bonn and Associates i
Attention - Dawn Bonn b

LanEme R o,
4 [

3 .

From: = . RSP
Date: “March 10, 1995
Re: Adoption Refund

This FAX serves to document the events of the past two weeks as well as to
inform Dawn Bonn and Associates of our following course of action.

Saturday, February 25,1995

Dawn Bonn contacted 7 _and stated the follomng'
“I will be- sendmg you my check for $ 4,100.00 on Monday, February
27, 1995 and 1 should be getting the balance of $ 22,500.00 by the
end of nexf week.”

- ——

Eight days went by and there was no contactby either party and no check or —
checks were received, :

w
P ——

Dawn Bonn contacted =~~~ md stated the followmg
“Tomorrow I will be sending you my check for $ 4,100.00 as well
as a partial payment of § 7,500.00 of the additional § 22,500.00.
IexpedtohavethebalanceofSlSOODOObyﬂleendofthe
week.” In addition she stated that she shoyld he able to get to
the bank that Monday but in any event she would “DHL - overnight”
the payment by Tuesday at the latest. <

L
T 77T Taas yet to receive any check or checks from Dawn Bonn and
Associates. The entire sum of § 26,100.00 was indicated in his letter dated January 16,
1995 as to have been payable on or about February 5, 1995. As of today March 10,

199:3, has retained Mr. Ronald Mesbesher of the law firm Meshbesher &
Spence to represent him in this matter.

ce. Mr. Ronald Meshbesher !
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rom @ TEXTYPE PHONE No. @ 612 8487622 = & ™'~ mgs #1895 4:18PM Foi

DAWN BONN & ASSOCIATES .
Consulting Firm for huernational Adoption in Affillation with Summir Adepsion Home Siudies, Inc.

2206 Ariel Street

North §t. Paul, MN 55109 USA
Prone (612) 779-0273 . ..y

Fax (6!2) 779 7122

‘ﬁ.\gu;n gt_;ﬂ '

— REFUND RECEIPT

-— “Teea . -

T

Dawn Bonn & Associates (DBAY has rcfundcd $£4,000.00 to[ - ““_l';ﬁ :

©om canmers s

payment they made for DBA's ¢hild finding service. This a tho full and final refund from D}??T
In addition, Carmen Arialdi (through DBA)" has-refunded $7 ,500.00 to Mark and Caroi

for payment they made from international adoption fces. An additional $15,000.00 is still
outstanding from Carmen Arialdi and will be refunded as expeditiously as possible.

Dated: ‘ Eﬂéﬁ 5{ ) / Q ) ‘ '% ng 60%_
. N BAWN BONN & ASSOCIATE
"\.‘_‘\.\
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Aprilt 18, 1985
To: Dq_uirl 39..’11 and Assoc:ates B
From: T o ‘7 L
Attn: Dawn Bonin ) B
Re: Baiance of Refund

We are in receipt of your *“Refund Receipt® dated March 30,

1895 along with the two seperate checks amounting to a partial payment
of $ 11,500.0¢ of the $ 26,500.00 owed t0 us. We have also received the
letter dated March 6, 1995 written t0 us by Ms. Carmen Airaidi, which you
forwarded to s, indicating that the balance was to be remittad fo us ...
within 30 days. It is currently 13 days beyond the 30 day time perlodd___g.;;r
indicated and we are now questioning the status ‘ot ‘these funds. =

Please Fax us at L _ "~ as soon as possible with:
an indication as to when we may expect this fmal batance owed. Thank you:

for your cooperation. %

-

cc: Mr Ronald Gfaham."Better Business Bureau of Minnescta +~
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May |13, 1995 -
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DAWN BONN & ASSOCIATES
Consulting Firm for International Adoption
A — | 2206 Aslel Street
North St. Paul, Minnesotz 55109
(612) 779-0273 ;
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To Whém It May Concemn:

A W

T e e-"‘- - -

e . 4 -
: i, Dawﬁ jnn and Associates {DBA} pave been mfo:;mcd by the | | f 1S
g Atnomeys, DeAlraldi and Delopoz thal they ase sorey for the det i b i
4 duz‘F %Lha slow-down ia the court: -system 3 % ! i
iy ! The atwtmys curcently have mree adoptxons that wxﬁ be com yleted g ;
B |in te month of May 1995, The secoud balf of the internatiosal) fhe is 3.
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